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Petitions Panel 
 

27 September 2017 
 

1. Background to the Petition Scheme 
 

1.1 The County Council’s Petitions Scheme was adopted on 29 April 2010 and came into effect 
on 15 June 2010.  The Scheme was subsequently updated by the County Council on 21 
July 2016. 
 

1.2 If a petition is supported by 50 or more signatories then it will be dealt with by a small 
customer focussed panel.  If a petition is supported by 1,000 or more signatories it will be 
scheduled for a debate at the next meeting of the full County Council. 
 

2. Petition against the Proposed Drug and Alcohol Recovery Hub, 22 Abbotsbury Road, 
Weymouth, Dorset 
 

2.1 The County Council received a petition organised by Mr John Richards on Thursday 20 
July 2017.  This reads as follows: 
 
This petition is concerned with the proposal to open a drug and alcohol recovery facility (a 
new hub for wraparound holistic recovery support) at 22 Abbotsbury Rd, Weymouth. The 
intention is for this Weymouth based facility to serve those affected by addiction, coming 
from across the whole of Dorset. The proposed property and its location are both 
inadequate and inappropriate to meet such needs, and this petition asks Dorset County 
Council to reconsider. 
 

2.2 As this petition contains more than 50 signatures, the Panel are invited to note and discuss 
this. 
 

2.3 This discussion should conclude with a decision as to how to respond to the petition.  This 
may include recommending one or more of the following: 
 

 taking the action requested in the petition 

 considering the petition at a council meeting 

 holding an inquiry into the matter 

 undertaking research into the matter 

 holding a public meeting 

 holding a consultation 

 referring the petition for consideration by the council’s Audit and Governance 
Committee 

 calling a referendum 

 writing to the petition organiser setting out the Panel’s views about the request in the 
petition. 

 
2.4 Alternatively, the Panel may determine a combination of the options above, or decide on 

another course of action as appropriate. 
 

3. Purpose of the report 
 

3.1 The purpose of this report is to summarise the need for a Recovery Hub in Weymouth, as 
well as the process which led to the recommendation of 22 Abbotsbury Road as the 
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preferred location for the facility. It also outlines the key concerns highlighted by members 
of the public and local councillors following public engagement earlier in the year, and 
describes how Dorset County Council has reconsidered its initial recommendation. 
 

3.2 The planning application process will assess the ‘adequacy and appropriateness’ of the 
proposal in relation to the local plan.  A group of local experts in the field from the NHS, 
charities and the Police have been involved in the choice of location and property, and 
consider 22 Abbotsbury Road to be both adequate and appropriate as a setting for the 
proposed services. The planning statement supporting this application is attached at 
Appendix 1, and gives more detail about how the Hub would function, as well as further 
evidence about the model proposed. 
 
 

4. Context  
 

Impact of Drugs and Alcohol in Weymouth and Portland  
4.1 The rate of drug use in the Borough of Weymouth and Portland is more than double the 

average across the County and national estimates suggest that there are likely to be about 
500 opiate users in the Borough (i.e. more than 1 in every 100 of the adult population)1. In 
relation to alcohol use, 1200 adults are estimated to be drinking at levels which are 
considered higher risk (men who regularly drink over 8 units per day or over 50 units per 
week and women who regularly drink over 6 units per day and over 35 units per week)2. 

 
4.2 On average approximately half of the drug related deaths across the County are in 

residents of Weymouth and Portland, and the alcohol-specific death rate in the Borough is 
the highest of any district in Dorset, at almost twice the county average.3 This means that in 
the Borough between 2013 and 2015 there were 20 drug-related deaths, 36 adults died as 
a direct result of their alcohol consumption, and there were a further 10 deaths from alcohol 
related road traffic accidents.  

 
4.3 The consequences of substance misuse are much more complex than mortality alone, with 

negative effects on both the physical and emotional health of children and families, as well 
as the impacts on the community from crime and antisocial behaviour. 
 

4.4 Nationally 27% of serious case reviews mention alcohol misuse, and 29% mention drug 
use. A typical heroin user spends around £1,400 on drugs each month, but treatment 
significantly reduces this, and the crime often committed as a result. PHE estimates that for 
every £1 spent on drug treatment in the UK, £2.50 is delivered in savings to the health 
service and criminal justice system and wider community. 

 
Service provision and unmet need 

4.5 Dorset County Council has been aware for many years of the higher level of need for 
support and treatment for substance misuse within the population of Weymouth compared 
to the rest of Dorset. Under the Health and Social Care Act 2012, local authorities have the 
duty to reduce health inequalities and improve the health of their local population by 
ensuring that there are public health services aimed at reducing drug and alcohol misuse. 
The public health grant is provided to local authorities with the condition the local authority 
must, in using the grant, “…have regard to the need to improve the take up of, and 
outcomes from, its drug and alcohol misuse treatment services…” 

                                                
1 Source: Public Health England (See http://fingertipsreports.phe.org.uk/health-profiles/2015/e07000053.pdf 
and http://fingertipsreports.phe.org.uk/health-profiles/2015/e10000009.pdf) 
2 Source: Local Area Profiles for England (See http://www.lape.org.uk/downloads/alcoholestimates2011.pdf)  
3 Source: PHE Fingertips (https://fingertips.phe.org.uk/profile/local-alcohol-profiles).  Rate in Weymouth is 
18.1 people per 1,000, compared to an average of 10 for the Dorset County Council area and 11.5 for 
England as a whole. 
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4.6 Treatment services have always had a strong presence in Weymouth, and have 

successfully operated out of rented buildings in central Weymouth – in recent years two 
properties on Weymouth sea front have been used, as well as space within Weymouth 
Community Hospital. During 2016, about 300 Weymouth residents who are opiate users 
were treated as well as about 130 residents who have alcohol dependency but don’t use 
other drugs.4 
 

4.7 Some people require a detoxification from either alcohol or drugs as part of their clinical 
treatment, and for many this can be done safely in their own home - but this does require 
support from family or friends to keep an eye on them 24 hours a day for several days. In 
the absence of such family support then detoxification can only be safely offered in a 
hospital or specialist unit.  
 

4.8 Historically, beds were available for detoxification within the Linden Unit on the Westhaven 
Hospital site, but these were shut in April 2014 following a reconfiguration of mental health 
beds by the NHS and no local facility has been available in Weymouth since this time. 
Detoxification services are now commissioned across a range of providers in the South 
West for those where inpatient care is the best option due to complex medical needs. Local 
residents who need detoxification and are well enough to be treated in their own community 
but do not have the required support from family or friends have no choice but to travel – 
this could be to Poole Hospital, or to units further afield such as Bristol, Weston-super-Mare 
or Cornwall. 

 
4.9 Recovery-focused treatment groups have been offered across Dorset for many years to 

service users who have made good progress and have stopped using alcohol or illicit 
drugs. This is a key part of the service in the later stages of treatment and focuses on 
helping clients make the necessary changes to stay off drugs and/or alcohol long term – 
this includes both the practical issues such as identifying opportunities for employment, as 
well as addressing other aspects. There is a growing proportion of Dorset residents who 
have been engaged in treatment for long periods of time without achieving full recovery and 
would benefit from improved access to recovery focused care. 
 

4.10 It has been difficult for service providers to offer these group programmes consistently and 
regularly throughout the County because of the challenges of identifying venues that are 
accessible by public transport to all clients. The service has therefore been inconsistent and 
inequitable. Making short-term overnight accommodation available for a proportion of 
service users whilst they are completing a one to two week course would improve access 
and equity, and ensure sufficient numbers to make groups viable.  
 

4.11 Currently there is no building available for drug and alcohol services across the County 
which has the necessary planning consent to allow service providers to offer these kinds of 
residential treatment and properties with the category of use required to provide short-term 
residential treatment are generally not available within the rental market.  
 
Capital Funding Allocation 

4.12 In early 2014, Dorset County Council, in its capacity as a commissioner of healthcare 
services for substance misuse, was successful in an application for over £0.6 million of 
capital funding from Public Health England to develop a Recovery Hub in Weymouth – the 
proposal was developed specifically to address the needs above. 
 

4.13 The proposal to site the Recovery Hub in Weymouth was to ensure the support is in the 
location where the need is greatest, with a recognition that if the facility were sited away 
from Weymouth, then the Weymouth community would benefit less. 

                                                
4 Source: Halo (Dorset treatment system case management system) 
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4.14 The proposed Hub would allow local residents to access a residential detoxification 

services when needed, as well as increasing access to recovery focused treatment groups. 
 
DCC decision-making process 

4.15 The original bid for funding was approved by the relevant Head of Service and Director of 
Adult and Community Services in partnership with Public Health Dorset prior to submission, 
as well as the responsible Cabinet member at that time. 
 

4.16 When DCC was informed that it had been successful in winning the funding, officers and 
members from the County and Borough councils, as well as other stakeholders, were 
informed and briefed both individually and through relevant groups such as the Melcombe 
Regis Task Group (now Board). 
 

4.17 In December 2014, DCC Cabinet approved that the administration and payment of the 
grant funding allocated for a Weymouth Recovery Hub be delegated to the Director for 
Adult and Community Services, including authorisation to take an option to secure a 
suitable property on terms to be agreed by the Director for the Environment and Economy 
and the Chief Financial Officer. 
 

4.18 More detailed oversight of the project has therefore been conducted through DCC’s 
Property Management Group (PMG), with relevant Cabinet member oversight throughout 
the process.  PMG approved initial proposals in February 2015, which were then presented 
again in July 2016 with further details and refinements to the original plans.  PMG again 
offered advice in July 2017 after recommendations from the public and elected members 
had been received that alternative properties ought to be considered, and recommended 
continuing with 22 Abbotsbury Road as the preferred property. 
 

4.19 In developing the plans for the services to operate from the Hub, a specific Equality Impact 
Assessment (EqIA) was approved in Spring 2015.  Since then, consultation with 
stakeholders and the wider public has been conducted about the structure of substance 
misuse treatment services in the future, which then informed the re-commissioning of 
substance misuse services across the county.  At this point, a comprehensive EqIA was 
submitted and approved to cover the entire re-commissioning process, including the 
provision of services from a Recovery Hub.  This re-commissioning process has also been 
approved by the Joint Public Health Board to ensure it is appropriate and sustainable. 
 
Why has 22 Abbotsbury Road been chosen as the preferred site? 

4.20 The search for suitable properties in Weymouth in terms of location, size and affordability 
has been limited by the market of available properties. The majority of those identified have 
been either in Melcombe Regis or Westham, which are the areas of Weymouth where 
analysis shows need for this service is greatest.5 More detailed information and analysis of 
local need can be found in the planning statement, attached as Appendix 1 

 
4.21 A location in Melcombe Regis or Westham would also represent a good fit with the relevant 

local plan, specifically policies COM2, which seeks to ensure the accessibility of community 
assets, and ECON6, which seeks to preserve tourist accommodation where appropriate.6 
 

4.22 However, Dorset County Council has received advice from Weymouth and Portland 
Borough Council and the broader Melcombe Regis Task Group, that while they are 
supportive of the project they would recommend that the facility should not be sited in the 
Park District. No alternative site was suggested. 

                                                
5 Source: Halo (Dorset treatment system case management system) 
6 See https://www.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/media/209581/West-Dorset-Weymouth--Portland-Local-Plan-
2015/pdf/West_Dorset__Weymouth___Portland_Local_Plan_2015.pdf  
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4.23 In identifying properties, Dorset County Council drew together an expert group of local 

professionals, service users, charities, the Police and partner organisations. The criteria for 
identifying potential properties were: 
 

 Location – accessibility from the centre of Weymouth. Many service users do not have 
access to private transport and so are dependent on public transport. 

 Private outdoor space to reduce the need for service users to congregate outside the 
property. 

 Adequate space to accommodate 1:1 consulting space, group therapy space, dining 
area and kitchen, bedrooms and office space. 

 Affordability – ability to buy and refurbish the property to a high standard within the 
available budget 

 
4.24 After extensive research of available properties (including those available through disposal 

of any public sector buildings), plus viewing in person more than 10 commercial and 
residential properties across the area (including Upwey, Chickerell, Westham and 
Melcombe Regis), the final recommendation on a preferred property was made after 
consultation with our expert group. The decision was based on identifying the property 
which offered the best balance between location, meeting service needs, affordability and 
deliverability.  
 

4.25 22 Abbotsbury Road offers the right package of space to meet the specific needs of a hub, 
with a combination of short-term residential rooms and communal space. In addition, it is 
well located in a mixed-use area. As well as other guest houses and privately-owned 
houses, there is also a hairdresser, pharmacy, cycle shop, GP surgery, charity shop and 
insurance broker.  

 
4.26 In addition to the fact that this location is appropriate because it meets local need and the 

area is already one of mixed use, converting this property into a Recovery Hub is 
appropriate because its present use is not sustainable.  The current owners are not able to 
run the business as solely tourist accommodation, and have received no offers from 
potential buyers interested in maintaining its current use, despite the property being on the 
market since September 2014, and the asking price being reduced on several occasions. 
 

4.27 Given its current use as a guest house, advice was taken that a formal change of use 
application would be required, and the advice from planning officers within both the County 
and Borough councils was that this should be overseen by Dorset County Council’s 
Regulatory Committee.  
 
Engagement with stakeholders and the public 

4.28 Throughout this process, officers and members from both the Borough and County Council, 
as well as other partners including the NHS, Dorset Police, and local charities have been 
involved, both in the choice of property and with advising on how to consult with wider 
stakeholders, including the public.  
 

4.29 Borough members were asked how best to engage local residents, given that there would 
be a formal consultation process as part of the planning decision, and they advised that a 
public meeting would be appropriate. 
 

4.30 The public meeting, chaired by the DCC ward member Cllr Byatt, was held in February 
2017 at a local community venue close to the proposed site. Publicity was conducted in 
advance of the meeting with leaflets delivered and in-person visits made to nearby 
properties, as well as a press release that led to coverage in the Dorset Echo, and on 
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Wessex FM and BBC Radio Solent, ensuring that local residents were aware of the 
meeting and able to attend if they wished. 
 

4.31 A large number of local residents attended the meeting. A variety of views were expressed 
regarding the facility, but the following specific concerns were noted: 
 

1. Antisocial behaviour and crime – including drug dealing – currently occurs 
nearby the property; would this be worsened or put service users’ recovery at 
risk? 

2. Parking at the property is limited and would be inadequate if it was envisaged 
that both service users and staff would travel by car; 

3. If there is excessive noise and the visible presence of the service users this 
could have a negative impact on neighbouring businesses; 

4. If people come from outside Weymouth to access the facility, there might be a 
risk that they look to stay in the area, increasing the number of people with 
substance misuse issues locally. 

 
How have we responded to concerns expressed? 

4.32 Since the public meeting, the council has considered carefully and responded to these 
concerns, engaging in correspondence directly with members of the public, the MP for 
South Dorset and elected members, who have got in touch to continue the discussion. 
 

4.33 Since February 2017, in response to the concerns raised by both the public and members, 
officers have again explored whether there are any properties now available in Weymouth 
which would be a better alternative than 22 Abbotsbury Road, including those available 
through the open market as well as any which will become available through disposal of 
public sector property. No better option has been identified, and when discussed at PMG 
the group agreed to recommend continuing with the acquisition of 22 Abbotsbury Road. 
 

4.34 As regards antisocial behaviour and crime, Dorset Police have stated: 
 
“The proposed model would provide a service to those who are already engaged in the 
process of rehabilitation and are therefore far less chaotic in their behaviour than people 
who attend centres before reaching this stage in their recovery. As a consequence there is 
very little crime associated with these centres as they are staffed and have close contact 
with their local Neighbourhood Policing Team (NPT). Anyone intent on dealing drugs would 
naturally tend to avoid these areas as they are more likely to be seen by police or medical 
professionals.  The area around Abbotsbury Road has a variety of uses including housing, 
guesthouses and some commercial properties and has an experienced NPT that is already 
engaged with tackling drug dealing within the town.” 
 

4.35 Similarly the experience of service providers locally who provide services both in Dorset 
and nationally that based on their experience opening any facility has a positive impact on 
crime in the immediate vicinity – their view is that this is not only about the presence of 
professional staff who will report crime, but also through self-policing on the part of the 
drug-using community. 

 
4.36 Therefore, it is anticipated that, if anything, the provision of this service may reduce the 

incidence of crime and antisocial behaviour in the neighbourhood, and there is strong 
evidence that treatment for substance misuse issues in general reduces crime and 
antisocial behaviour.7 

 

                                                
7 Source: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/drug-misuse-treatment-in-england-evidence-review-
of-outcomes  
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4.37 However, we take this issue very seriously, and have looked into ways that we could help 
further reduce crime and antisocial behaviour locally.  One proposal is that the project could 
fund the installation of CCTV which would address the crime and antisocial behaviour that 
the neighbours report in and around Holland Road.  We would welcome working with 
residents to develop further initiatives to ensure the safety and cohesion of the local 
community. 
 

4.38 In terms of parking, we expect and would encourage the majority of service users 
attending the Hub to walk or use public transport.  This operates without any issues for the 
comparable services that currently operate in Weymouth.  Staff parking (three spaces) is 
allocated within the site at present and would remain unchanged, given the continuity of 
staffing levels. Overall, as there would be fewer people staying in this facility overnight than 
the current nine-room guest house, we would expect our proposal to reduce local traffic and 
parking pressure. This would be in accordance with the adopted local plan. 
 

4.39 We are acutely aware of the need to ensure that the proposed Hub would not impact on 
the next-door property so, for example, within the refurbishment budget there would be 
funding to improve sound-proofing if required (although we anticipate that noise from this 
facility should be less than from the existing guesthouse given the type and level of use, 
and the behaviour rules that would be in place in the facility). 

 
4.40 In relation to the broader impact and visibility of service users and the facility as a 

whole, the current front garden space would be kept as a garden, ensuring that any service 
user waiting to be let in does not obstruct the pavement.  There would be discreet signage 
next to the front door (similar to the signage on the door of Turning Point (Drug Intervention 
Project), next to Bluebird Coaches on the Esplanade in Weymouth).  The small enclosed 
courtyard at the back of the property would be kept, to provide sufficient outdoor space for 
service users to relax, ensuring that they do not need to congregate beside either 
entrance/exit.  
 

4.41 Most people accessing support at the Hub would be Weymouth residents already, using it 
as an ‘outpatient’ during the day, and anyone staying in the property overnight would only 
be allowed to do so if they had stable accommodation already in place that they could 
return to after their short stay.  These stays are more comparable to a residential course, or 
a short stay in hospital, and therefore no-one accessing the facility would acquire any 
tenancy rights, meaning that the facility itself should not attract any additional service 
users to Weymouth. 
 
What opportunities are there for local residents and other stakeholders to get involved and 
influence the project? 

4.42 The planning process includes a minimum of 21 days consultation, which began on 12 
September and will therefore remain open until at least 03 October.  Local councils and 
neighbours are being notified of the application, and notices are being placed on site and in 
the local press.  The application and accompanying information can be found at 
http://countyplanning.dorsetforyou.com/ePlanningOPS/searchPageLoad.do.  Dorset County 
Council has also publicised the consultation through social media and has released a 
statement to the media.  Representations from neighbours and other interested parties in 
response to the planning application will be taken into consideration when the application 
goes before the Regulatory Committee. 
 

4.43 More detailed information about how the recovery hub would function, should the planning 
application be successful, is available in the supporting information that accompanies the 
planning application and this is attached as Appendix 1.  
 

4.44 If the application for change of use were accepted, the council and its partners would be 
keen to work with local residents to ensure that the refurbishment of the property causes 
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the minimum of disruption, and the ongoing operation of the service is smooth and effective 
for all involved.  This offer to be further involved in the design and decision-making process 
was made at the public meeting and has been reiterated directly to both elected members 
and the general public since. 
 
 

5. Next Steps 
5.1 The Panel is invited to note the receipt of this petition and decide what action(s) to 

recommend. 
 
 
Officer Contact  
Name: Will Haydock, Senior Health Programme Advisor 
Tel: 01305 224104 
Email: w.r.haydock@dorsetcc.gov.uk  
 
 
Dr David Phillips     Cllr Steve Butler 
Director of Public Health    Cabinet Member for Safeguarding 
 
September 2017 
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Planning statement for change of use application for 22 Abbotsbury 

Road from C1 (Hotel) to C2 (Residential Institutions) 
 

How people would use the building 

The Weymouth Recovery Hub would provide:  

• A programme of group therapy to help people committed to no longer using alcohol or 

other drugs maintain their recovery 

• Support for people in recovery to return to their community and take part in education, 

voluntary work or paid employment 

• Safe, secure and convenient overnight accommodation for people who have stable housing 

to return to, are assessed as low-risk, and who may wish to access these courses and/or 

complete the final days of physical withdrawal from alcohol and other drugs in a 

sympathetic and encouraging environment. These stays would generally last for up to a 

week. 

Dorset County Council, in its capacity as a commissioner of healthcare, was successful in an 

application for capital funding from Public Health England to develop a Recovery Hub, which would 

be a facility for Dorset County Council residents only. The bid was in line with evidence and national 

good practice, and was developed specifically to address an existing service gap in Weymouth. 

This project would address two particular challenges within the local treatment system: 

• there is a growing proportion of Weymouth & Portland residents who have been engaged in 

treatment for long periods of time without achieving full recovery - the Hub would offer 

support, including offering overnight accommodation where needed for people to access 

the level of support they need to move forward with their recovery 

• there are people with alcohol dependence in Weymouth who cannot access a community 

detoxification as they do not have the necessary overnight support from friends or family to 

make sure that they stay safe during the detoxification period. 

These services would be provided in partnership by staff from the NHS and local charities. The Hub 

would be for Dorset residents only, and would not accept referrals from elsewhere in the country in 

the way that private facilities do. The majority of people using the facility would do so as an 

outpatient, and most would already live in Weymouth and Portland. As a clinically-led treatment 

service, the Hub would only cater for those who have a booked appointment, and would not be a 

drop-in centre. 

This project would therefore provide the type of support currently offered in other locations both in 

Weymouth and wider Dorset, but in a more efficient and effective way. We would not intend or 

expect the number of people accessing this kind of service to increase. 

While the majority of the people accessing the facility would do so during the day, there would be 

up to five beds available for service users to stay overnight.  These stays would be for no more than 

7-10 days, with the level of occupancy varying from week to week, dependent on local need. These 

bedrooms would only be used for people who already have secure accommodation to return to (i.e. 

homeless people would not be able to stay there). 

Group sessions would potentially be offered both morning and afternoon with about 10 clients in 

each group. Any clients resident at the Hub at that time would be included in these numbers and 

would attend both morning and afternoon groups. The numbers of people moving in and out of the 
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property should therefore be no more than the existing footfall for a guest house with nine 

bedrooms. 

Everyone attending the Hub would be expected to conform to clear standards of behaviour – there 

would be a strict daily routine including mealtimes (and waking and bedtimes for anyone resident 

overnight), as well as restrictions on leaving the property. Use of alcohol or any other drug by service 

users would not be tolerated, either inside or outside the property. 

 

Why Weymouth? 

The development of a recovery hub would help address Weymouth’s longstanding issues with 

alcohol and other drugs. We are able to invest over £0.5million in Weymouth, for the benefit of 

Weymouth residents, at a time when other local and national funding available for substance misuse 

services is being reduced. 

Within Dorset, Weymouth and Portland has the highest density of people with dependency on 

either alcohol or other drugs, and over 40% of those who currently access treatment live in 

Weymouth. The rates of drug use in Weymouth are double that in the county as a whole: 11.9 

people per 1000 are estimated to use opiates in Weymouth and Portland, compared to 5.6 people 

per 1000 population on average across Dorset.1 

To achieve recovery in the long-term, people need to be able to sustain progress in the local 

community where they live. There is strong evidence, both locally and nationally, that, for the 

majority of clients, treating people where they live works and is a cost-effective use of public money, 

rather than using residential rehabilitation.2 Particularly in an urban area, the reality is that many of 

us live in places where both alcohol and other drugs are easily accessible, and therefore people need 

to learn to stay well in their local community. 

The very reason for siting the hub in Weymouth is to ensure the facilities are in the location where 

the need is greatest– if we site it away from Weymouth, then Weymouth residents and the 

community will benefit less as they will not be able to get there easily. 

 

Planning Policy Context 

A. Policy for new or improved local community buildings and structures (COM2) 

The West Dorset, Weymouth and Portland Local Plan (adopted in October 2015) provides the 

relevant statutory planning policy framework for the area. The local plan recognises the value of 

community infrastructure, stating that ‘the provision of community facilities is important for the 

social wellbeing of the community’ (para. 6.3.1). The relevant part of Policy COM2 states that 

‘proposals for new, replaced or improved local community buildings will be permitted providing the 

proposal is within or adjoining an existing settlement … provided that: 

• The proposal would be well-located to be accessible to its main catchment population and 

would not generate significant additional single purpose trips by private transport; and 

• The proposal would not undermine the commercial viability of nearby community facilities 

which may be better placed to service the needs of the surrounding community' 

                                                           
1 Source: Public Health England (See http://fingertipsreports.phe.org.uk/health-profiles/2015/e07000053.pdf 
and http://fingertipsreports.phe.org.uk/health-profiles/2015/e10000009.pdf)  
2 See, for example, Department for Work and Pensions (2015) Understanding the costs and savings to public 
service of different treatment pathways for clients dependent on opiates. 
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The current proposal meets both of these criteria.  As noted above, and evidenced in the technical 

appendix, the location is accessible for the target group without requiring additional private 

transport trips, and there is currently no comparable or commercial facility that is not linked into 

ongoing broader service development work co-ordinated by Public Health Dorset. 

It is important to note that if the facility were located outside of Westham or Melcombe Regis, 

where the need for the service is highest, the first of these criteria would not be met. 

B. Policy for built tourist accommodation (ECON6) 

The local plan makes specific reference to the importance of retaining viable tourism 

accommodation.  Paragraph 4.5.15 states that the loss of stock needs to be carefully considered, 

particularly with regard to the hotels and larger guesthouses in the area, but recognises that 

'changes in the market will mean that some types of built tourist accommodation may become less 

attractive to visitors, and if the offer cannot be improved, falling profits would results in poorly 

maintained and ultimately failing accommodation, neither of which is a desirable outcome'.  It 

therefore advocates 'a flexible approach'. 

This is reflected in Policy ECON6, which therefore states: ‘Proposals that would result in the 

permanent loss or reduction in size of hotels and larger guesthouses will be resisted unless it can be 

demonstrated that their tourist function is no longer viable and there is no market for the business 

as a going concern’. 

In order to guide any decision on this basis, the local plan advises that any relevant application 

should 'demonstrate that real effort has been made to retain the tourist accommodation', and 

evidence should include: 

• Reasons why there is no longer a market for the premises in its tourist function; 

• Details of how the property has been marketed, the length of time that the marketing was 
active and any changes during this period, the asking price, the level of interest generated 
and any offers received; 

• In the case of a reduction in size, the economic impact on the ongoing viability of the 
business. 

 
The last of these three criteria is not applicable to this proposal, and we are able demonstrate that 

the other two criteria have been met.  The current owners are not able to run the business as solely 

tourist accommodation, and have received no offers from potential buyers interested in maintaining 

its current use, despite the property being on the market for an extended period of time, and the 

asking price being reduced on several occasions. 

The experience of the current owners is that in recent years the demand for traditional 'bed and 

breakfast' accommodation in this area has dwindled rapidly, as evidenced by their perception that 

nearby properties and businesses have become increasingly mixed in nature. 

The lack of a market for tourist accommodation of this type, in this location, is evidenced by the 

current use of this specific property. The current owners have confirmed that over 50% of their 

business comes not from tourists but short-term occupants seeking longer-term affordable housing. 

The lack of demand for this kind of facility in this area is also evidenced by the market response to 

this specific property. The property has been marketed subject to its existing use for over two and a 

half years, with a reduction in the asking price of £95,000 in this period, and only nine viewings in 

total. 

The estate agent has advised that most of those enquiring about and/or viewing the property have 

been interested in converting the property back to a single dwelling or flats.  Only two parties have 
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expressed any interest in retaining the property as a guest house, and neither of these translated 

into an offer for the property. 

This suggests that, where there is a market for tourist accommodation of this nature and this size in 

Weymouth, it may lie elsewhere in the town, for example in the more traditional seafront locations, 

making Westham a preferred location for the Recovery Hub proposal, ahead of Melcombe Regis. 

The property was originally on the market for £420,000, with the price dropping substantially over 

the marketing period due to the lack of interest. The final two reductions in the asking price were to 

£350,000 in March 2015 and £325,000 in December 2015.  The agents have advised that no 

acceptable offers have been received for the property, aside from that from Dorset County Council.  

 

Why 22 Abbotsbury Road? 

The search for suitable properties in Weymouth in terms of location, size and affordability has been 

limited by the market of available properties. The majority of those identified have been either in 

Melcombe Regis or Westham, which are the areas of Weymouth where analysis shows need for this 

service is greatest, as outlined in the Technical Appendix. 

As noted above, these areas can demonstrate a good match with local need, consistent with the 

aims of Policy COM2, while the market evidence would indicate that Westham (and 22 Abbotsbury 

Road in particular) is a better fit based on Policy ECON6. 

In addition, Dorset County Council has received advice from Weymouth and Portland Borough 

Council and the broader Melcombe Regis Task Group, that while they are supportive of the project 

they would recommend that the facility should not be sited in the Park District. 

In identifying properties, Dorset County Council drew together an expert group of local 

professionals, service users, charities, the Police and partner organisations. The criteria for 

identifying potential properties were: 

• Location – accessibility from the centre of Weymouth. Many service users do not have 

access to private transport and so are dependent on public transport. 

• Private outdoor space to reduce the need for service users to congregate outside the 

property. 

• Adequate space to accommodate 1:1 consulting space, group therapy space, dining area and 

kitchen, bedrooms and office space.  

• Affordability – ability to buy and refurbish the property to a high standard within the 

available budget 

After extensive research of available properties, plus viewing in person more than 10 commercial 

and residential properties across the area (including Upwey, Chickerell, Westham and Melcombe 

Regis), the final recommendation on a preferred property was made after consultation with our 

expert group. The decision was based on identifying the property which offered the best balance 

between location, meeting service needs, affordability and deliverability. 

22 Abbotsbury Road offers the right package of space to meet the specific needs of a hub, with a 

combination of short-term residential rooms and communal space. In addition, it is well located in a 

mixed-use area. As well as other guest houses and privately-owned houses, there is also a 

hairdresser, pharmacy, cycle shop, GP surgery, charity shop and insurance broker. We do not believe 

that the Hub would materially alter the character of the area. 
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Accessibility 

Abbotsbury Road is easily accessed by public transport. It is on a bus route and is within 

walking distance of other local bus routes and the train station. Its location would work well 

in terms of serving the target community and it would comply with Policy COM 2 of the 

adopted local plan. 

Staffing 

When treatment is being provided in the Hub there is likely to be an average of two 

members of staff on site. There would also be 24/7 cover when any service users are staying 

overnight. This is comparable to the staffing levels in the current guesthouse. 

Parking 

We expect and would encourage the majority of service users attending the Hub to use 

public transport. Staff parking (three spaces) is allocated within the site at present and 

would remain unchanged, given the continuity of staffing levels. Overall, as there would be 

fewer people staying in this facility overnight than the current nine-room guest house, we 

would expect our proposal to reduce local traffic and parking pressure. This would be in 

accordance with the adopted local plan. 

Internal configuration 

We are acutely aware of the need to ensure that the proposed Hub would not impact on the 

next-door property so, for example, within the refurbishment budget there would be 

funding to improve sound-proofing if required (although we anticipate that noise from this 

facility should be less than from the existing guesthouse given the type and level of use, and 

the behaviour rules that would be in place in the facility, as outlined above). 

We would look to refurbish the interior of the property, including some minor alterations to 

the layout and use of rooms, as outlined in the floorplans submitted with this application. 

External appearance 

22 Abbotsbury Road is a semi-detached property of Victorian/Edwardian character which is 

residential in scale and appearance.  

The external appearance of 22 Abbotsbury Road would be broadly unchanged. 

• The current front garden space would be kept as a garden. 

• There would be discreet signage next to the front door, similar to the signage on the 

door of Turning Point (Drug Intervention Project), next to Bluebird Coaches on the 

Esplanade in Weymouth. 

• The project could fund the installation of CCTV which would address the crime and 

antisocial behaviour that the neighbours report in and around Holland Road. 

• The small enclosed courtyard at the back of the property would be kept, to provide 

sufficient outdoor space for service users to relax. 

• Minor internal alternations to the room layout on the first floor would require us to 

install a window, adjacent to the existing first-floor window on the Holland Road 

elevation. This is needed to provide daylight and ventilation. The new window 

opening would match the current one. 
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A community benefit and resource 

This site has been identified following a comprehensive search locally for suitable alternatives. The 

proposed use would have significant economic and social benefits to the community.  

This change of use would provide employment directly related to the premises at least equivalent to 

that of the current guesthouse, and would increase the economic and social potential of the wider 

community. The proposed use would encourage recovery in the local community, which has been 

shown to increase employment rates and community volunteering, at the same time as reducing 

costs to local healthcare services and the criminal justice system. 

The Hub would also provide space for a variety of community organisations to use, such as Job 

Centre Plus, housing associations, and Citizens Advice, alongside recovery-oriented treatment 

covering employment, education, training, housing and health, plus mutual aid meetings. 

People in recovery are almost twice as likely to volunteer in community groups compared to other 

members of the public, for example, and it is estimated that achieving recovery makes you more 

than twice as likely to further your education or training.3 

The Sheffield Hallam University study from which these figures are taken surveyed more than 800 

people classing themselves as in recovery, recovered, ex-addicts or in medication-assisted recovery 

and noted: 

 
• The impact of recovery on families with marked reductions in children being taken into care and 

clear net benefits in terms of family reunifications, particularly among those in stable recovery. 
Twelve per cent of people in recovery had been reunited with children taken into care as a result of 
a stable recovery, with huge benefits to society in terms of child well-being and reduced costs to 
society. 

• The impact of recovery on the economy with 74 per cent of those in recovery reporting that they 
have remained steadily employed and 70 per cent reporting that they pay taxes - recovery is also 
associated with debts being paid back and credit ratings restored 

• The impact of recovery on health with marked reductions on the burden to the health system, 
through both reduced engagement with chronic and acute healthcare 

• The impact of recovery on people's safety with rates of domestic violence dropping from 39 per 
cent in active addiction to less than seven per cent in recovery 

• The impact of recovery on the wider community with 79.4 per cent of participants reporting that 
they have volunteered in community or civic groups since the start of their recovery journeys 

 
 

  

                                                           
3 http://www4.shu.ac.uk/mediacentre/volunteering-and-working-are-central-addiction-recovery 
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Supporting statements 

Dorset Police have provided the following statement in relation to this project: 

On 14 February 2017 a public consultation meeting was organised by EDAS (Essential Drug and 

Alcohol Services) at the Westham Methodist Church in Newstead Road to discuss community 

concerns relating to their proposed Recovery Hub at 22 Abbotsbury Road. 

The Weymouth and Portland Neighbourhood Inspector, Pete Browning, attended in order to address 

any questions regarding public safety, crime and disorder. During the meeting residents expressed 

understandable concerns about the impact of the proposed hub on their neighbourhood. Inspector 

Browning was able to share experience from other similar projects already operating within the area 

that seek to tackle the health problems associated with addiction. The proposed model would 

provide a service to those who are already engaged in the process of rehabilitation and are therefore 

far less chaotic in their behaviour than people who attend centres before reaching this stage in their 

recovery. As a consequence there is very little crime associated with these centres as they are staffed 

and have close contact with their local Neighbourhood Policing Team (NPT). Anyone intent on 

dealing drugs would naturally tend to avoid these areas as they are more likely to be seen by police 

or medical professionals.  

The area around Abbotsbury Road has a variety of uses including housing, guesthouses and some 

commercial properties and has an experienced NPT that is already engaged with tackling drug 

dealing within the town. This team will work closely with any proposed recovery hub to ensure that 

appropriate safeguards are in place and regular contact is made to quickly identify areas of concern 

within the community.  

 

Alan Campion, Addictions Services Manager, Dorset HealthCare University NHS Foundation Trust 

I am writing in my capacity as the service manager for Dorset Healthcare substance misuse services. I 

have been involved in the Weymouth Hub project as part of the task group looking at appropriate 

accommodation. The property in question is in an ideal location for the majority of the Weymouth 

service users and will offer a significant additional facility to help local residents towards recovery. 

This is a great opportunity to improve the range of treatments and interventions on offer in an area 

that has a significant level of problems and I believe that the impact within the community can only 

be positive. 

In my many years’ experience of working in substance misuse services in a variety of settings, I have 

often been in a position where apprehension has been expressed about facilities for our service users. 

However, these concerns have never been realised as people who use treatment facilities are those 

who want to make changes, on the whole they appreciate and respect these facilities and are the 

first to challenge anyone who abuses them. I would like to offer my full support, and that of the 

CADAS staff, to the development of the Weymouth Hub and we look forward to being part of the 

future developments.  

 

Mike Graham, Project Manager, The Lantern Trust 

I am writing in my capacity as the Project Manager of the Lantern Trust in Weymouth.  We are 

situated within Melcombe Regis and are central in the support of several client groups, including 

those with substance misuse issues, in one of the most deprived electoral wards in Dorset.  One of the 

biggest barriers for our client group is access to local treatment for detox, which this facility will 

offer.  One of the biggest advantages of having an accessible service is the element of meeting the 

needs of the service user when they are showing commitment to recover from substance misuse.  A 
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localised service would also benefit from already established services like the Lantern Trust who 

would endeavour to assist clients before, during and after their engagement in the proposed 

treatment centre on Abbotsbury Road.  The range of detox services has reduced locally and a 

Weymouth Hub is essential in assisting people with their recovery.  My experience is that when 

individuals have shown a level of commitment to their recovery they tend to respect their 

surroundings and challenge abuse of such facilities.  
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Technical Appendix 

 

1. Research on substance misuse treatment 

Substance misuse treatment is currently provided within Dorset in line with guidelines provided by 

the National Institute for Health and Clinical Excellence (NICE) and the latest best practice advice 

from Public Health England (PHE) and the Advisory Council on the Misuse of Drugs (ACMD). 

Alcohol and other drugs cause serious problems not only for the user, but for their family and the 

community around them.  Nationally 27% of serious case reviews mention alcohol misuse, and 29% 

mention drug use.  A typical heroin user spends around £1,400 on drugs each month, but treatment 

significantly reduces this, and the crime often committed as a result.  PHE estimates that for every 

£1 spent on drug treatment in the UK, £2.50 is delivered in savings to the health service and criminal 

justice system and wider community.4 

Research published by the Department for Work and Pensions suggests that treating people in their 

own community, as most Dorset residents are, and as is proposed in this project, is good practice 

and cost effective.5 

The Dorset treatment system currently produces outcomes above the England average for all types 

of substance use, and this project aims to improve these outcomes further.6 

 

2. Local need in Weymouth 

As outlined in the main section of this statement, Weymouth has the largest number and highest 

concentration of individuals with substance misuse issues of any locality in the Dorset County 

Council area, as shown in the table below: 

Area Number of service users 

Weymouth 531 
Bridport, Beaminster & Lyme Regis 191 

Purbeck 182 

East Dorset 180 
Dorchester 158 

Blandford 142 

Shaftesbury & Gillingham 120 

Portland 94 
Sherborne & Sturminster Newton 88 

This table shows the number of service users accessing support over the course of the 2016 calendar 

year by home address. The localities have been designed to give an accurate and nuanced picture of 

Dorset, while ensuring service users remain anonymous, even when the data are segmented. 

 

  

                                                           
4 Source: http://www.nta.nhs.uk/uploads/why-invest-2014-alcohol-and-drugs.pdf  
5 Source: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/understanding-the-costs-and-savings-to-public-
services-of-different-treatment-pathways-for-clients-dependent-on-opiates  
6 Source: http://www.phoutcomes.info/  
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When we look at Weymouth in more detail, we can see that Melcombe Regis and Westham are the 

areas with the highest number of people accessing substance misuse treatment services, as shown 

by the map below. The spectrum of colour shows the number of clients accessing support, with the 

areas most in need shown in red.  The proposed site of the Hub, illustrated approximately by a blue 

and white circle on the second map below, is centrally located in the area of highest need for these 

services. 

 

Localities shown are Lower Super Output Areas – government approved units of analysis that 

typically comprise around 1,500 residents. 
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